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“For a woman, the purse is an essential 
and vital part of a woman’s life and is 
an extension of her the woman - SHE 

CARRIES THE WORLD IN HER BAG.”
- Ms. Elena Thomas 
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*TRY A NEW SERVICE! 

$20 off any service of $40 or more, or $10 off a service 
of $35, for new clients only (offers can not be used 
in combination). Please present this card at checkout. 
Valid only with select service providers, only at Trixies 
Salon. Sorry, not valid with other offers or discounts. 
No cash value. CODE: NEW20

$20 Gift
to experience any  
new salon service.

6209 SE 14th St. • Des Moines  
(515) 287-4220

4116 University Ave. • Des Moines  
(515) 274-9981

trixiessalon.com



Thank you for being part of 
THE SUCCESS LUNCHEON! 

We are grateful and humbled that you choose to have lunch with us! Our 
hope for today is by the time you finish dessert you are fully aware of each 
of the programs Dress for Success offers to embrace women in the Des 
Moines community and you are ready to join our team! 

The mission of Dress for Success is to empower women to achieve 
economic independence by providing a network of support, 
professional attire and development tools to help women thrive in 
work and in life. 

We empower women with our Suits to Success program by partnering 
with local agencies who refer clients with scheduled job interviews but who 
simply do not have the resources to purchase appropriate clothing. Dress 
for Success Des Moines provides women with interview clothing and after 
the job is secured, the clients return for workplace-appropriate clothing 
needs. 

Our Going Places Network by Walmart seeks to help women become 
employed through an eight week class. The goal of the GPN program is to 
help program participants become fully prepared to obtain employment, a 
paid internship, or another opportunity that could lead to employment upon 
completion of the program. The program is tailored to women involved in 
a job placement/training program who are struggling with the interview 
process. 

Once a client secures a job, they are invited to join Professional 
Women’s Group. PWG focuses on workshops and peer support as job 
retention & career development tools. Each meeting has two key 
elements: an expert speaker leading a discussion and the opportunity for 
clients to network and provide each other with mutual support. 

Investing in Dress for Success Des Moines is an investment in a woman’s 
future. We are working with women to help them develop careers for the 
long-term. When we help women succeed, we help families and children 
succeed as well. We hope you see the value of embracing, empowering and 
employing women in the Des Moines community. 

Looking forward to much SUCCESS with you, 

Christine and Sara

Your 2016 Success Luncheon Committee
Christine Osborne, Sara Jacobson, Jody White, Lisa Long, 

Patricia Everett, Heather Fegan, Michelle Swanson, Irma Ariza, 
Nicole Sickels, Judy Kendzora



Proud Sponsor of 
Dress for Success 

Des Moines

Recipient of the 2015 National  
Philanthropy Day Award -  

Outstanding Corporate/Foundation

24437 PRT 7-16

4350 Westown Parkway
West Des Moines, IA 50266

www.SammonsFinancialGroup.com

Crème Cupcake
Doherty’s Flowers

FusionGifts
Mark & Emily Allen

Trixie’s Aveda Salon
The Beyoutiful Initiative

Holiday Inn & Suites 
Des Moines – Northwest

The UPS Store 
Clive, Johnston, West Des Moines

IN-KIND DONORS



SILENT AUCTION DONORS
Absolute Body Cleanse & Detox

Adara Salon & Spa
Air Free Duct Cleaning

Angie Clark
Anytime Fitness Waukee

Baratta’s
Baru 66

Carpet Care LLC
Char Klisares

Chef Terrie/Country Club Market
Chicks Who Shine

Christopher’s Fine Jewelry
Climb Iowa

Cooking with Alessandra
David Hanson
Delta Dental

Des Moines Civic Center
Des Moines Playhouse

Disney World
East Village Spa

Fish Window Cleaning
Francie’s

Fun on 5th
Fusion Boutique

FusionGifts
Grass Orchid

Henry Doorly Zoo and Aquarium
Hotel Des Lux

Hotel Winneshiek
Iowa Wild

Ironworks Athletics
Jason’s Deli

Jay’s Cookies

Jethro’s/Splash
La Mie
Mainstream Boutique Valley 
Junction
Massage Envy
MB2 Racing
Michelle Swanson
Mr.B’s
Organized by Chaney
Owen Your Style
Penzeys Spices
Pics by Bo
Playground for Kids
Rusted
Sahar’s
Salon Utopia
Serendipity Spa
Skyzone
Southwest Airlines
Talbots
The Cheese Shop
The Exercise Coach
The Longest Yard
The U
Trixies Aveda Salon
True Style
Twist
Vera Bradley
Vom Fass
West End Architectural Salvage
Winestyles
Z-Marik
Zone of Comfort



IN HER
OWN WORDS
ADESOLA T CLIENT

AFRICA P CLIENT

IRMA A VOLUNTEER

Dress for Success gives a variety of opportunities and assis-
tance both intellectually and morally. I believe that Dress for 
Success is a place where women can CONNECT OPENLY. It 
gives them a second chance. I love how it has impacted my life 
in such a short time. 

In my current job, I love connecting with residents and being 
someone they can lean on. My dream job would be to counsel 
families and individuals to inspire hope and success.  

I would advise women who are looking for employment that 
CONFIDENCE IS KEY. Believe in God and His purpose for your 
life. Don’t let what you are going through define your future. 
Pursue your dreams. 

I first came to Dress for Success because I was looking to be 
professional and feel good in my search for a job. I was treated 
like a very important person – regardless of my financial 
situation or race or skin color! You became a big step in my job 
search, giving me security and trust. 

I would like to work with women who are victims of domestic 
abuse. I like to encourage others and make them feel 
confident. My greatest successes are being a single, divorced 
mother and leaving behind a past of domestic violence. GIVE 
YOUR BEST and if you need to do more, then do more. It will 
be worth it. 

I choose to volunteer as a personal shopper and Board Member  
because I’M INSPIRED to see how many women need help in 
many ways in order to get back into their careers, and it is very 
fulfilling to assist them. 

EACH DAY THERE IS A NEW STORY. They are hard and diffi-
cult but the amazing part is to see how many of these women 
want to change their lives for the better. My advice to a woman 
looking for employment is to be persistent.  Be positive and be 
optimistic. NEVER GIVE UP and remember that one door might 
close, but there are more to be opened. 



ALYCIA G CLIENT

ANGELA V VOLUNTEER

With Dress for Success, you have an opportunity to meet 
LIKE-MINDED WOMEN who are looking to grow professionally, 
network and gain wisdom from other established professional 
women. 

My favorite thing about my job is working with youth and their 
families and knowing my efforts can MAKE A DIFFERENCE! My 
greatest success has been returning to school after 20 years 
to study Human Services, achieving high grades and beginning 
S.T.R.E.E.T.S. 

S.T.R.E.E.T.S. is a non-profit where youth go to learn, grow, 
thrive and receive a fair start in their lives along with necessary 
resources for their families.

I serve on the Professional Women’s Group (PWG) committee 
to help plan and facilitate monthly sessions that provide the 
knowledge related to career development and growth. 

I know FIRST-HAND what a single, working parent goes 
through as my mom was widowed at 40. 

I saw a small, yet very important TRANSFORMATION IN A 
WOMAN during a PWG meeting. After several sessions, she 
spoke up and shared a little about the book the PWG was 
reading. She said she felt she was really being heard and that 
people were taking interest in her opinions and what she had 
to share. She slowly GREW INTO HERSELF and became more 
confident. I can only imagine that confidence continued outside 
of PWG. 



JENNIFER C CLIENT

The people who work and volunteer at Dress for Success make 
YOU FEEL LIKE YOU’RE AT BARNEY’S IN NEW YORK! They instill 
so much confidence in you. This experience will always be my 
“step ahead,” and a place that is LIKE A SISTERHOOD. I can 
always go there for support. 

My best skill is an ability to think outside of the box for market-
ing strategies, to find solutions and to network. My job now lets 
me provide so many possibilities for my children, and it fulfills 
me every day. I love to learn, experience and pass on my 
knowledge. I would love to become a commercial real estate 
broker with my own firm where I can mentor others. 

After serving in the Army, my SUCCESS HAS COME IN RAISING 
MY CHILDREN – a kind hearted young man, a self-confident 
girl and a thriving disabled child – completely on my own, even 
when grieving the horrific loss of my 8-month-old son.

JASMINE W CLIENT

I first connected with Dress for Success to find an interview 
outfit to help me be successful in obtaining employment. The 
organization  did more than help me look my best; it also 
helped me DEVELOP THE CONFIDENCE I NEEDED. The clothes 
fit amazingly well and are classy. In addition, I found friendly, 
caring volunteers that made me feel like a human being who 
truly deserves these clothes. 

My greatest success comes with conquering life’s tough 
situations with my head held high. Eventually I want to write 
a book that tells my life story because I believe it would help 
others going through the same situation.

Proud to be a sponsor of 
Dress for Succes Des Moines



KIMBERLY M CLIENT

NICOLE S STAFF

Dress for Success UPLIFTS AND OFFERS ENCOURAGEMENT. 
It provides a woman with a positive image going forward to a 
new job. 

I first received job outfits at Dress for Success in 2013. There, 
I found an organization that gives POSITIVE EMPOWERMENT. I 
know I’m dealing with an honest nonprofit that truly meets its 
stated purpose. I appreciate Dress for Success’ concept, that 
it is a faith-based organization and shows the willingness of its 
people to give. 

My job gives me opportunities for advancement and ways to 
demonstrate my best skills, which are speed, accuracy and 
attention to detail. My greatest successes have been obtaining  
Bachelor of Arts and Associate of Science degrees. 
MY DREAM IS TO WORK IN AN INVESTMENT COMPANY’S LAW 
DEPARTMENT international division, dealing with companies 
that utilize earth-sustainable practices, products and services. 

The Dress for Success Annual Success Summit was held June 
17-19 in Chicago. It was a productive and empowering 
weekend where clients received support, information and 
inspiration needed to advance their careers. Thanks to the 
sponsor, African Pride, for their commitment to the conference 
and sponsoring ten of our Success delegates to attend the 
conference. I was lucky enough to be one of the ten. It was the 
most encouraging experience of my life. There was no hate in 
the room, period. 

To sum up the experience in one word: OVERCOMING.

I am the only staff person at Dress for Success.I am thankful 
that I get to give women TOOLS to help them succeed, and I 
also get to give them CONFIDENCE that when they walk out 
the door they are able to fulfill their calling in life. 

The best experiences in my job are when women come through 
the doors and they feel comfortable enough to share their 
stories with me. I get to offer them hope and help each woman 
realize she has a purpose and a future that has nothing to do 
with her past.  

My advice to women who seek employment: Find out what 
you are passionate about and start there. Never give up. Keep 
walking through doors and don’t let a “no” stop you.



LUZ L CLIENT

The volunteers at Dress for Success make me feel import-
ant, special. They are very caring about my needs. This 
is a great environment and a fun place to work, learn and 
interact with other women. 

Coaches, volunteers and coordinators help make it easy 
to reach out for information and resources. They were 
my mentors to guide me in the right direction and toward 
places I needed to be to become successful. I thank all 
of them for the time they spent with me, teaching and 
coaching me about how to be more professional and prac-
ticing mock interviews. I learned so much right along with 
the class. It was a great experience. 

Now in my job, I am able to multi-task in a fast-paced 
environment. I have been able to make better decisions 
about my personal life, grow with my job and receive a 
promotion. 

I share with other women that they need to have a strong 
handshake, be themselves and keep eye contact with the 
interview person. Those things are important. 

10%

A LEGACY OF GIVING
Kum & Go proudly donates 10% of its profits to charitable 

organizations, benefitting the communities we serve.



MARY ALICE W CLIENT

SUE P VOLUNTEER

At Dress for Success, women can interact with staff and 
volunteers who are caring – encouraging – and get good 
feedback to move forward in their lives. Going there 
helped my ESTEEM SOAR.

In my job, I get to make a difference in the lives of clients 
by making sure they complete their documentation in 
a timely manner and are able to maintain the medical 
and mental health services they need to remain in their 
homes. 

My dream is to purchase a building appropriate for a few 
apartments in a small transitional living space, to start a 
program where women and children could begin again. 
We would provide opportunities to increase their 
functionality and lifestyle.

My greatest success has been raising my three amazing 
kids. I think this was God’s biggest challenge for me. 

I choose to volunteer at Dress for Success Des Moines 
because giving back to the community is so rewarding, 
powerful and is patterned after the Golden Rule – Do unto 
others as you’d have done to you. Also, Dress for Success 
provides women the opportunity to get back on their feet. 
It’s about WOMEN TAKING CARE OF WOMEN with genuine 
sincerity.

For me, the best experiences as a volunteer are meeting 
all the fantastic women of this organization and seeing 
how we pull together for a common cause of helping 
women improve themselves. 

My advice to women seeking employment: Never give up 
and never underestimate yourself. Everyone has talents. 
FIND A MENTOR and emulate everything they do. Your 
success is DEFINED ENTIRELY BY YOU. 

Become involved! Donate your time, talents or resources 
for an organization that helps open the door of 
opportunity to women of this community.



JODY W FOUNDING PARTNER

MEGAN R MEET THE EMCEE

LORENA D CLIENT

I fell in love with the mission of Dress for Success right away. 
Once being a single mother, I know the importance of being 
surrounded by a positive support system.

My best experiences as I work with Dress for Success come 
with MEETING all the different women on the road to success 
and LISTENING to them on their career journeys. 

My advice to women who are seeking employment is: You will 
always find people who try to discourage your dreams. Do not 
listen to them. Know in your heart what you are capable of 
doing. Show them you can do it. And then do it well! 

Megan Reuther returns for the fourth year as the emcee for a 
new Dress for Succes annual event - The Success Luncheon. 

As one of the most visible news anchors in Central Iowa, Megan 
has been a member of the WHO-TV Channel 13 team since 
October 2007. She previously was an anchor/reporter for 
KWWL in Waterloo and KOMU in Columbia, Missouri. She holds 
a degree in broadcast journalism from the University of 
Missourri. 

I had just started my work as a legal assistant, and I didn’t 
have the clothes necessary for my new job. Dress for Success 
helped by providing me with the work outfits that were so 
much needed and that made me feel so confident.

All of the volunteers are amazing, kind and patient. They make 
you feel special and valued by carefully pulling out the clothes 
that would best match your size and style. 

To this point, my biggest successes have been to graduate as 
an attorney in Guatemala, and to have a blessed marriage. I 
would like to have my degree from Iowa so I can practice law 
here and serve as many people as possible.

I would advise women who are seeking employment to look 
for their dream job, a job in which they can grow not only in 
position, but as a person and as a professional.  



TERESA C FOUNDING PARTNER

I am a volunteer who loves and embraces the mission, the
people and the empowerment that we experience every day!
 
There is no greater joy than to witness our lovely women
transform before our very eyes! We get to watch her stand
up taller, see her eyes absolutely sparkle with pure happiness,
and celebrate when she throws her shoulders back with new-
found confidence as she embarks on her career journey. It’s a 
never-ending gift that feeds the soul!
 
We have so many spectacular success stories! My favorite was 
a client who had a phenomenal gospel voice. At the end of her 
suiting, she broke into song, a serenade about gratitude that 
she had written herself. There wasn’t a dry eye to be found 
that day. So many tears of joy!
 
To a woman seeking employment, I say you can learn ANY skill! 
However, we can’t teach PASSION, HONESTY and POSITIVITY! 
Those grow from within and need to shine through in every 
interview. They are universally acceptable attributes!

THANK YOU FOR 
SUPPORTING STRONG 

COMMUNITIES



RETAILERS

For five years FUSION BOUTIQUE has been styling our cli-
ents in the latest trends while also incorporating timeless 
pieces that become closet favorites! Whether you need a 
day-to-night, special event, casual or professional look, 

Fusion has what you need! 
Bring this ad into our boutique and we will donate 

10% of your sale to Dress for Success - Des Moines 
(valid through Oct 31, 2016)

4100 University Ave Suite 107,West Des Moines
515-223-3033

www.shopfusionboutique.com

The TALBOTS brand stands for classic style 
complemented by gracious service. Classic style stands the 

test of time because it is always 
evolving while still retaining its original aesthetic appeal. 

There are two locations in the Des Moines area: one 
located in Clive in the Indian Hills 

Shopping Center and one in Jordan Creek.
(515) 457-7895
www.talbots.com

TWIST offers unique and stylish clothing for contempo-
rary and missy ladies. Our mission is to help you find just 
the right pieces to enhance your wardrobe. You can find 
anything from everyday cotton casual essentials to more 
unique one of a kind items. I love helping my clients and 
offer a personalized shopping experience. You can stop in 

and find these amazing high quality brands such as: Lysse, 
Clara Son Woo, Karen Kane and Comfy, just to name a few. 

Bring this ad into our boutique and we will donate 
10% of your sale to Dress for Success - Des Moines 

(valid through Oct 31, 2016). 
2805 100th Street Urbandale

515 270-6464
www.twistyourstyle.com

TRUE STYLE caters to the women who have come to expect 
more from what they wear. True style caters to women that 

are lovers of life, creative and socially conscious - casual 
and chic looks as well as glamorous and sporty styles with a 
little edge. We love to offer our clients a relaxed and casual 

shopping environment. 
Bring in this ad for 20% off a regular price item.

Now open in 3 locations: Jordan Creek Mall, West Glen and 
the Iowa River Landing in Corallville

(515)225-6908
www.facebook.com/truestyleiowa



SPONSORS

PRESENTING SPONSOR

PLATINUM SPONSOR

GOLD SPONSORS

SILVER SPONSORS



PRESENTATION BY 
LYNN GILKEY

Lynn Gilkey, a recipient of services from Dress for Success 
Wichita, was awarded for her Community Action Project for 
spearheading an Appreciation Day Banquet to pay tribute to 
more than 80 women who are often underappreciated in their 
professions as drug and alcohol counselors for women. 

Currently, Lynn was able to execute her vision for a program 
she personally created called CLASS- Caring Ladies Assisting 
Students to Succeed. CLASS is dedicated to helping teenage 
girls avoid going down the wrong road, a road Lynn knows all 
too well. After years of substance abuse Lynn turned her life 
around and enrolled in Butler Community College where she 
received her certification in substance abuse counseling. She 
devotes her time encouraging and motivating teen girls in the 
Wichita Kansas Public School System to graduate high school 
and choose healthy lifestyles. She believes every girl deserves 
a healthy dose of Love to be the best women God meant for her 
to be.
  
Lynn’s dedication to underserved girls from vulnerable 
communities does not stop with CLASS. With the support of 
generous sponsors and dedicated volunteers in 2014, Lynn 
created Rise Up For Youth, Inc. a non-profit organization to 
better serve the youth in her community. 

She is a wife to David Gilkey III and mother of three children 
Ryan, Ricky and Brittany. She is also a faithful member of 
Tabernacle Bible Church.   

“You have not lived a perfect 
day, even though you have 
earned money, unless you have 
done something for someone 
who will never be able to repay 
you”. 

- RUTH SMELTZER



THANK YOU 
LET’S KEEP IN TOUCH!

LOCATION
6000 GRAND AVENUE
DES MOINES, IA 50312

HOURS
MONDAYS: 4PM-8PM
TUESDAY-THURSDAY 10AM-2PM

DROP OFF TIMES
MONDAYS: 10AM-12PM
SECOND SATURDAY: 10AM-1PM

515-288-0130
desmoines.dressforsuccess.org



3427 Merle Hay Road • Des Moines, IA  50310  •  christophersjewelry.com

Featuring the new Sterling Silver Collection

Thank You
Congratulations to the clients of Dress for Success 

and thank you to each volunteer!

Presenting Sponsor


