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AND WELCOME TO THE LUNCHEON
INTRO
WELCOME
CLIENT INTERVIEWS
FASHION SHOW
FUND THE NEED
CLOSING
MEGAN REUTHER

As one of the most visible news anchors in Central Iowa, Megan has
been a member of the WHO-TV Channel 13 team since October 2007.
She is returning for the fifth year as the emcee for Dress for Success
Des Moines!

MIKE PACE

In his 30-plus-year career, Mike has represented hundreds of
companies, both locally and nationally, as an on-camera spokesman,
narrator, emcee, and speaker. Mike is joining us for the Fund the Need
portion of the event this afternoon!

A DAY

IN HER SHOES

C

BOARD MEMBERS AND STAFF
DRESS FOR SUCCESS DES MOINES

JODY WHITE STAFF, FOUNDING PARTNER, EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR
NICOLE SICKELS STAFF, SUITING PROGRAM COORDINATOR
CHRISTINE OSBORNE BOARD PRESIDENT, CO-CHAIR SUCCESS
LUNCHEON
TERESA CHOI FOUNDING PARTNER, BOARD VICE
PRESIDENT, CHAIR POP-UP SALE
RENEE HARDMAN BOARD MEMBER, PWG COORDINATOR
HEIDI PATTERSON BOARD MEMBER, PREP COORDINATOR
SARA JACOBSON BOARD MEMBER, CO-CHAIR SUCCESS
LUNCHEON
JUDY KENDZORA BOARD TREASURER
LISA LONG BOARD SECRETARY

$20 Gift
to experience any
new salon service.
6209 SE 14th St. • Des Moines
(515) 287-4220
4116 University Ave. • Des Moines
(515) 274-9981
trixiessalon.com
*TRY A NEW SERVICE!
$20 off any service of $40 or more, or $10 off a service
of $35, for new clients only (offers can not be used
in combination). Please present this card at checkout.
Valid only with select service providers, only at Trixies
Salon. Sorry, not valid with other offers or discounts.
No cash value. CODE: NEW20

You’ve
got what
it takes.
We’re proud sponsors of Dress
For Success and its ongoing
commitment to empowering
women in our community.
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Thank you for being part of
THE SUCCESS LUNCHEON!
Thank you for joining us today to celebrate the
success of the women we serve!
The mission of Dress for Success is to empower women to achieve
economic independence by providing a network of support, professional
attire and the development tools to help women thrive in work and life.
We fulfill our mission and commitment to women in our community by
offering three distinct programs. Your support today ensures we are able to
continue this vital work.
Offered in partnership with the Evelyn K. Davis Center, the PREP Program is
a five-week course focusing on one-on-one mentorship, interview
preparedness, networking strategies, soft skills development, personal
confidence building and strategies and resources for overcoming barriers.
Our Suits to Success program empowers women by partnering with local
agencies who refer clients with scheduled job interviews but who simply do
not have the resources to purchase appropriate clothing. Dress for
Success provides what women need for an interview - from clothing to
confidence - and the opportunity to return once they find employment for
the apparel and accessories needed to enter the workforce.
Once a client secures a job, they are invited to join Professional Women’s
Group (PWG). PWG meets monthly and provides clients with support,
practical information and inspiration to achieve success in career and life.
Today you will hear some of their amazing stories.
Investing in Dress for Success Des Moines is an investment in a
woman’s future. Our hope is that today you have been inspired by each
of the programs Dress for Success offers to embrace women in the Des
Moines community and you are ready to join our team!

Looking forward to much SUCCESS with you,

Christine and Sara
Your 2017 Success Luncheon Committee
Christine Osborne, Sara Jacobson, Jody White, Lisa Long, Patricia
Everett, Heather Fegan, Michelle Swanson, Nicole Sickels, Laura
Maxwell Gillon, Heidi Patterson, Judy Kendzora, Elizabeth Wolfe,
Richelle Smith, Sarah Middendorf

IN-KIND DONORS
BeYOUtiful Initiative
Silverwings
Stuart Alexander Productions
Trixie’s Aveda Salon
The UPS Store
Clive, Johnston, West Des Moines

Proud Sponsor of
Dress for Success
Des Moines
Recipient of the 2015 National
Philanthropy Day Award Outstanding Corporate/Foundation
4350 Westown Parkway
West Des Moines, IA 50266
24437 PRT 7-16

www.SammonsFinancialGroup.com

TABLE HOSTS
ABWA Greater Noon Chapter
ABWA WDM Charter Chapter
Federal Home Loan Bank
Hardman Consulting, LLC
Heidi Patterson
Iowa Center for Economic Development
Knapp Properties, Inc.
Laura Gillon
Summit Group
Teresa Choi
West Bank

IN HER

OWN WORDS
AFRICA P CLIENT
I first came to Dress for Success because I was looking to be
professional and feel good in my search for a job. I was treated
like a very important person – regardless of my financial
situation or race or skin color! You became a big step in my job
search, giving me security and trust.
I would like to work with women who are victims of domestic
abuse. I like to encourage others and make them feel
confident.

What is my biggest success?
My greatest successes are being a single, divorced
mother and leaving behind a past of domestic violence.
GIVE YOUR BEST and if you need to do more, then do
more. It will be worth it.

ALYCIA G CLIENT
I first connected with Dress for Success Des Moines after
graduating from and being involved with the Going Places
Network. Dress for Success is a good place to receive assistance
because it provides many opportunities and resources that
promote growth in both your personal and professional life.
My favorite thing about my job is working with youth and
allowing them the opportunity to learn, thrive, and be heard.
My best skill is helping and encouraging others and my dream
job is to own and operate a youth and resource center. This
would enable me to continue to give back to my community
as well as provide help and encouragement to youth and their
families.
My advice to a woman looking for employment is to stay
focused, keep your head up, be confident, use every moment
of your job search as a learning tool, and don’t let the word
“No” discourage you – use it as a reason to reach for the next
opportunity.

What is my biggest success?
My biggest success is returning to school after 20 years
and obtaining an AS Degree in Human Services with
Honors while raising six beautiful children as a single
mother.
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DAWN H VOLUNTEER
My role is a volunteer. I work with women coming in for the
suitings, helping them select a look that will be appropriate
for their interview, and then once they get the job, to select
the employment clothing as well. I also help with resume
review and mock interviews.
I choose to volunteer at Dress for Success Des Moines because I’ve had my own experience with domestic abuse early
in life. It has always been a desire of mine to give back to
women in need who may have had a rough time in life, and
do what I can to give them the confidence and strength to
know how powerful they truly are.
My advice to a woman looking for employment is to be 100%
authentic and up front about what you have to offer. Don’t
exaggerate or indicate you have skills if you don’t, but DO
sell your strengths. Let them know what you can do for their
company and don’t be shy about bringing up areas where
you really excel. Companies want to hear what you bring to
the table. Also, anything you can offer about what you have
learned so far in life from a personal development aspect is
always an opportunity to connect on a more human level.

JASMIN H CLIENT
Dress for Success in Des Moines does so much more than
prepare women for the workplace. They support and empower women in their career goals all while acknowledging them
as women, not just a client, no matter what brought them to
Dress for Success.
Dress for Success is a safe foundational support for my career. Here I feel that I can be transparent about my fears and
accomplishments without being judged.
My favorite thing about my job is seeing the ladies I work
with at House of Mercy succeed; they’re typically shocked by
all that they’ve accomplished once they get close to discharge.
My dream job would be to counsel disenfranchised youth and
provide housing options for low to middle income families
with dependents to achieve higher education goals.

What is my biggest success?
Becoming the role model I am today for my children.

JOAN E VOLUNTEER
I choose to volunteer at Dress for Success Des Moines
because I strive to help, promote and empower women to be
the most they can be. It has always been a passion for me whether that be one woman at a time or a group of women.
My role at Dress for Success Des Moines is providing
volunteers through my American Business Women’s
Association membership to assist Dress For Success where
needed. In particular we are providing dinner for the
Professional Women’s Group monthly meetings during the
2017 year.
I’m particularly engaged with the Professional Women’s
Group component. The participants are women who have
completed the program and are employed, between jobs or
job searching. They gather monthly to support each other
and share experiences, good and bad.
I had the privilege to give a presentation called “The
Importance of Networking” at one of the monthly meetings.
The Professional Women’s Group starts them on the path
to developing positive networking and relationship building
skills which will serve them well in many facets of life. Dress
for Success does make a difference in the lives of women

MICHELLE B CLIENT
Why is Dress for Success Des Moines a good place to receive
assistance? Dress for Success Des Moines provides a
comfortable and safe space for women to be empowered by
other women. There are no strings attached to the genuine
support that is provided during the suiting. The opportunity to
be suited from head to toe and feel excited about what you are
wearing helps women stand tall.
Dress for Success was a jump-start to my career. The women
at Dress for Success celebrated my new employment with me
and went above and beyond to make sure I was prepared for
my new job.
My favorite thing about my current job is creating and
cultivating relationships with others – clients, staff, community
partners, etc. One of those being a referral agency with Dress
for Success. I love my job and the opportunities that have been
provided to me. Wherever I go from here, I want to
continue to make a positive impact on the lives of others. I find
joy in empowering others to put their best selves forward and
stand tall regardless of his or her past.
My other favorite thing is tax law and preparing taxes for
individuals and small business owners.
My best skill is relating to people. I can connect with most
everyone in some way and I strive to find that connection.

Proud to be a sponsor of
Dress for Success Des Moines

RANDI S CLIENT

S

I connected with Dress for Success Des Moines to gain
confidence by being provided a suit for my interviews. It
has been put to good use!
Why is Dress for Success Des Moines a good place to
receive assistance?
They are friendly, caring, and understanding women. They
do not just help you with a good look for an interview.
They help you feel secure and confident like a woman
should feel.
It is hard to put into words what Dress for Success means
to me. I can say every time I see, talk, email, message or
just come to Professional Women’s Group it gives me more
hope.
Professional Women’s Group reminds me to take care of
me first. They give me advice I can use every day. It also
helps me with things I am not sure about. For example,
one of the speakers talked about finances and credit
scores. I was able to take that information and apply it
to my personal goals. It helps me build confidence in my
personal life and understanding I am not alone with these
struggles.
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SHARON R CLIENT
I first connected with Dress for Success because of going
through the Going Places Network.
Dress for Success is a good place to receive assistance
because everyone who works or volunteers at Dress for
Success are always pleasant and professional. They inspire
good feelings and confidence without even trying because of
the type of people they are.
Dress for Success is a sanctuary. It is a place for me to
continue to grow as a professional in a way that at one time
I thought would be impossible. They make you feel safe and
powerful at the same time.
My favorite thing about my job at Wal-Mart is meeting all
the different types of people. My best skill is being able to
get along with all people from all different nationalities.
One day I would like to volunteer for an organization as
good and inspiring as Dress for Success. My dream would
be to work with the elderly and assist them in both personal
and financial issues.

VIOLETA A CLIENT
I was referred to Dress for Success Des Moines by one of
my co-workers because I was going through a hard time
and did not have money to buy clothes for work.
For me, Dress for Success Des Moines means the
opportunity to continue learning and becoming a better
employee and person.
My favorite thing about my job as a Legal Administrative
Assistant for Drake University Law School Legal Clinic is that
it has given me the opportunity to work with both lawyers
and students. I learn so much from both of them. I love
seeing how the students change and grow throughout the
semester.
My best skill is being bilingual (English and Spanish). It
enables me to communicate with more people and also
serve as a translator/interpreter so others can communicate.

What is my biggest success? Reaching a point in
my life where I know that what others think or say
about me does not define who I am.

PWG

Professional Women’s Group
Professional Women’s Group (PWG) provides Dress for Success
Des Moines clients with support, practical information and
inspiration to achieve self-defined success in career and in life.
PWG meets monthly and focuses on retaining employment and
developing professional skills. Our goal is to ensure each woman
is moving towards meaningful and sustainable careers as well as
financial independence.

PREP

Professional Readiness and Employment Program
We have collaborated with the Evelyn K. Davis Center to offer
PREP. The Professional Readiness & Employment Program focuses
on one-on-one mentorship, interview preparedness, networking
strategies, soft skill development, personal confidence building
and strategies and resources for overcoming barriers. The niche
of this partnership comes from the added benefit of the
professional suitings, monthly job fair to generate real-time
employment opportunities and the ability for enhanced one-onDRESS for SUCCESS Partner AD.qxp_Dress for Success 9/22/17 4:13 PM Page 1
one mentoring and relationship building.

HomeServices Lending & Iowa Realty

make your home buying experience a SUCCESS!

www.iowarealty.com

www.homeserviceslending.com

Iowa Realty is an affiliate of HomeServices Lending, LLC. Please speak to your real estate agent for more information on this affiliation.
HomeServices Lending, LLC does not offer loans in all states. ©2017 HomeServices Lending, LLC. All Rights Reserved. NMLS ID # 490683

THANK YOU FOR
SUPPORTING STRONG
COMMUNITIES

RETAILERS

For six years FUSION BOUTIQUE has been styling our clients in the latest trends
while also incorporating timeless pieces that become closet favorites! Whether you
need a day-to-night, special event, casual or professional look, Fusion has what
you need!
Bring this ad into our boutique and we will donate 10% of your sale to
Dress for Success - Des Moines (valid through Oct 31, 2017)
4100 University Ave Suite 107,West Des Moines
515-223-3033
www.shopfusionboutique.com

The TALBOTS brand stands for classic style complemented by gracious service.
Classic style stands the test of time because it is always evolving while still
retaining its original aesthetic appeal.
There are two locations in the Des Moines area: one located in the Indian Hills
Shopping Center, Clive and one in Jordan Creek.
(515) 457-7895
www.talbots.com

TRUE STYLE caters to the women who have come to expect more from what they
wear. True style caters to women that are lovers of life, creative and socially conscious - casual and chic looks as well as glamorous and sporty styles with a little
edge. We love to offer our clients a relaxed and casual shopping environment.
Bring in this ad for 20% off a regular price item.
Now open in 3 locations: Jordan Creek Mall, West Glen and the Iowa River Landing
in Corallville
(515)225-6908
www.facebook.com/truestyleiowa

SPONSORS
PRESENTING SPONSOR

PLATINUM SPONSOR

GOLD SPONSORS

SILVER SPONSORS

Dress for Success Des Moines

FUND THE NEED
$10

No woman should have to choose between
feeding her children or fuel to get to a job
interview.

$30

At an interview or a new job, the last thing a
woman should be thinking about are her shoes.
$30 covers the cost of a professional, comfortable
pair of black shoes.

$50

The journey doesn’t stop after a suiting. $50
covers a Back to Work Bag that contains tips to
succeed in the workplace and career
development tools.

$100

Provides one full interview suiting including one
professional suit, shoes, jewelry, make-up, and a
handbag.

$250

Supports a client for one year and includes an
employment suiting that is scheduled after
securing a job. The employment suiting includes
a week’s worth of professional outfits.

$500

More than a suit. $500 supports one woman for a
year in Professional Women’s Group or one group
in Professional Readiness and Employment
Program.

$1000

Round up to fund each of the needs above.

THANK YOU
LET’S KEEP IN TOUCH!

LOCATION

6000 GRAND AVENUE
DES MOINES, IA 50312

HOURS

MONDAYS: 10AM-8PM
TUESDAY-THURSDAY 10AM-3PM

DROP OFF TIMES

MONDAYS: 10AM-12PM
SECOND SATURDAY: 10AM-1PM

515-288-0130

desmoines.dressforsuccess.org

When you
think it’s him.

When you
know it’s him.

We are honored to support Dress for Success
helping to embrace, empower and employ
women in Des Moines.

5Cs OF DIAMONDS IN DES MOINES

Presenting Sponsor
3427 Merle Hay Road • Des Moines, IA 50310 • christophersjewelry.com

